
OCTOBER IN HISTORY 
1400  This “Father of English Literature,” best remembered for writing The 

Canterbury Tales, died and became the first poet to be buried in Westminster Abbey. 

 

1825  This waterway, which connected the Great Lakes with the Atlantic Ocean, 

was opened for commercial traffic. 

 

1867  This country’s flag was lowered in Sitka, Alaska, and replaced by the Stars 

and Stripes. 

 

1917  The October Revolution (also called Red October) began when this 

Bolshevik leader (and later the first premier of the Soviet Union) seized government 

buildings in Petrograd.  

 

1923  The more centrally located city of Ankara was named as the new capital of 

this country. 

 

1939  A letter written by four leading scientists was delivered to President 

Franklin Roosevelt urging him to support the development of the atomic bomb.  How 

many of the scientists can you name? 

 

1945  President Harry Truman announced that the United States would share 

the secret of the atomic bomb technology with only these two countries.  

 

 

 

CONTINUED 

→ 



1946  Ten high-ranking Nazi officials, including Joachim von Ribbentrop, Herman 

Goering, and Rudolph Hess, were executed in this German city where their famous 

ten-month long trial was held. 

 

1947  This Air-Force test pilot became the first person to break the sound 

barrier, flying Mach 1 speed over Southern California.  

 

1961  This New York Yankee hitter broke the home run record set by Babe Ruth 

in 1927. 

 

1962  President John F. Kennedy delivered a televised address announcing a full 

military blockade of Cuba.  Why? 

 

1975  Saturday Night Live debuted on NBC.  How many of the original cast of 

seven can you name? 

 

1980  During a presidential debate with incumbent Jimmy Carter, candidate 

Ronald Reagan asked voters this memorable question about their economic status. 

 

1981  This President of Egypt was assassinated in Cairo – just three years after 

he won the Nobel Peace Prize for ending the conflict between Egypt and Israel. 

 

1984 Baby Fae of Loma Linda, California, who was born with a severe heart defect, 

underwent an experimental transplant.  She lived for twenty-one days with the heart 

of this animal. 

 

 

CONTINUED 

→ 



1984  This Prime Minister of India was assassinated near her residence by two of 

her own security guards. 

 

 

1985  This actor became the first major U.S. celebrity to die from complications 

due to AIDS, raising public awareness of the growing epidemic. 

 

 

1987  After an intensely partisan and contentious Senate hearing, this Reagan 

Supreme court nominee was rejected by a Senate vote of fifty-eight to forty-two. 

 

 

2004  This baseball team “reversed the curse” and won the World Series for the 

first time since 1918. 

 

 


