
BORROWED FROM ARABIC 
Did you know that apricot, crimson, hazard, jar, and tariff were all originally Arabic 

words? In this game, you’ll discover even more common English words that have 

been borrowed from Arabic. 
 

1. Morning beverage. 
 
 

13. The original Arabic word means “raw silk,” but we 
use it more often to describe the loosely woven cloth 
used to dress wounds. 
 

 

2. This is the only number that’s neither positive 
nor negative. 
 

 

14. This word describes a light purple color – or the 
shrub that blooms in May with an abundance of 
fragrant, light purple flowers. 
 

 

3. A frozen dessert usually made of fruit or fruit 
juices. 

 
 

15. An annual booklet that’s usually published in 
calendar form and often contains weather and climate 
information. 
 

 

4. This crop was the backbone of the pre-Civil 
War southern economy. 
 

 

16. The art of knotting ropes and other textiles.  It’s 
used to make hammocks, belts, plant hangers, wall 
hangings, etc. 

 

5. John Wilkes Booth or Lee Harvey Oswald, for 
example. 
 

 

17. A percussion instrument that usually has a drum 
skin for hitting and metal discs along the edge that 
jingle when shaken. 
 

 

6. Musical instruments, typically with six strings, 
which is primary instrument, used in 
flamenco, folk, country, rock, and pop music. 
 

 

18. The original meaning of this word was “a storage 
place for arms and ammunition.” Today it’s more 
commonly used for a weekly or monthly publication. 
 

 

7. It’s a fruit . . . and a bad automobile. 
 

 

19. A type of yarn spun from the long hair of an 
angora goat.  Although soft and fluffy, it can be 
irritating to the skin. 
 

 

8. Makeup for eyelashes. 
 

 

20. The highest rank that can be achieved in the U.S. 
Navy or Coast Guard. 
 

 

9. In this branch of mathematics, kids learn about 
polynomials and symbols for unknown 
numbers.   
For example: 3x + 1 = 10. 

 
 

21. Both a common legume … and the character from 
The Little Rascals who had slicked back hair and an 
enormous cowlick. 
 

 

10. A colorless, flammable liquid; it’s the intoxicating 
constituent in beer, wine, and other spirits. 

 
 

22. The tallest of all land mammals, it stands nearly six 
feet tall when it’s born. 
 

 

11. This word puts an end to any chess game. 
 

 

23. These small, shiny discs are sewn or woven into 
clothing for decoration. 

 

12. Many scientists believe our craving for this sweet 
substance has led to the obesity epidemic in the 
United States. 

 

24. You can’t play tennis without one of these in your 
hand. 
 

 

 


