
NOVEMBER IN HISTORY 
1604  This play by William Shakespeare was first performed at Whitehall 

Palace in London. It features an African prince/general in the Venetian military, 

his wife Desdemona, and the villainous Iago. 

 

1869  This waterway between the Mediterranean Sea and the Red Sea was 

opened to shipping traffic.  Ten years in construction, it enabled ships to travel 

from Europe to Asia without having to go around Africa. 

 

1883  Four standard time zones were established for the continental United 

States under pressure from this industry. 

 

1918  At the eleventh hour, on the eleventh day, of the eleventh month, this 

came to an official end.  

 

1922  The entrance to the ancient tomb of the “Boy King” was discovered in 

Egypt. 

 

 

1938  Nazis looted and burned seventy-five hundred Jewish businesses and 

homes, destroyed 267 synagogues, and killed or rounded up more than twenty-five 

hundred Jewish men in Germany and Austria.  By what name is this violent night 

known? 

 

1942  A fire in the Cocoanut Grove nightclub in this city killed nearly five 

hundred people, including cowboy film star Buck Jones.  
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1945  The yearlong “Trial of the Major War Criminals” before the 

International Military Tribunal commenced in this German city. Twenty-two 

captured Nazi leaders were tried, including Martin Bormann, Hermann Goering, 

and Rudolf Hess. 

 

1959  This English professor and son of a Pulitzer Prize-winning poet 

confessed to a House subcommittee that he had been given the correct answers in 

the TV game show Twenty-One.  

 

1962  The United Nation passed a resolution condemning this brutal South 

African system if racial segregation. 

 

1963  President John Kennedy was killed and this Texas governor was injured 

while riding in a motorcade in Dallas, Texas. 

 

1966  He became the first African American elected to the U.S. Senate. 

 

1968  Richard Nixon won the presidency, defeating Vice President Hubert H. 

Humphrey and this third party candidate. 

 

1973  President Nixon’s personal secretary was questioned by a federal court 

about eighteen-and-a-half minutes that had been erased from a key Watergate 

audiotape.  What was the secretary’s name? 

 

1978  Mayor George Moscone and City Supervisor Harvey Milk were shot to 

death inside this city’s City Hall. 

 

1979  Three days after he urges all Iranians to expand their attacks against the 

U.S. and Israel, militants seized the U.S. Embassy in Tehran and took sixty-three 

hostages.            CONTINUED 

→ 



1980  American TV viewers finally learned that Kristin Shepard, the sister-in-

law played by Mary Crosby, was the one who committed this famous TV crime. 

 

 

1986  Attorney General Edwin Meese revealed that the U.S. government 

secretly sold arms to Iran and then gave the profits to a rebel group in this country 

that was trying to overthrow the government. 

 

1991  This Los Angeles Lakers basketball star announced that he had tested 

positive for the AIDS virus and was retiring. 

 

1999  This six-year-old Cuban refugee was found floating in an inner tube off 

the Florida coast by sport fishermen – an event that would spark a seven-month, 

high profile custody battle between his Cuban and U.S. relatives. 


